The management of cancer patients with heart disease.
Cardiovascular disease and cancer are the two leading causes of death in the world, therefore a patient may have cancer, but also heart disease. Intensive cancer treatment, including chemotherapy and radiotherapy, improves the prognosis, reduces mortality and lengthens patients' lives but it is also associated with cardiotoxicity. This paper describes cardiovascular risk factors and methods for the estimation of individual risk before initiation of oncology treatment in subjects at high baseline risk of heart disease. We also describe the way of monitoring patients receiving potentially cardiotoxic treatment and the management of congestive heart failure, coronary artery disease and hypertension in these subjects.